
WASHINGTON.
"LIBERTY AND UNION, NOW ADO FOREVER, ONE AND

INSEPARABLE."

THURSDAY, APRIL 80, 1863.

THE FAST DAY.

We need not remind our readers that this day
has been set apart by recommendation of the P&I-
SIDENT of the United States as a day of solemn

Humiliation, Fasting, and Prayer, to the end that
the American People may duly humble themselves

^Su the sight of Almighty God, and fervently sap-
plioate His mtroy and favor in the presence of the

great judgment whiuh has fallen on our land.
As trouble does not spring up from the ground, and

as we are assured that the ourse oauseless shall not
come upon a people, it behooves all loyal oitizenB
of the nation, this day responding to the invita¬
tion of the President, to make inquisition for the
guilt which has plucked down the just wrath of
Heaven on all parts of our common country. We
are called this day not so muoh to deplore the sins
of others, even of our countrymen who are unhap¬
pily in arms against the constituted authorities, as

our own personal and individual sins, which have
contributed their part to swell the iniquities that
have invited and merited such a fearful retribu¬
tion. Where so many garments are rolled in the
blood of a fratricidal contest, it is most meet that
.11 who mark the operations of the Divine hand,

well in its heavy chastisements as in the dispen¬
sation of its perennial bounties, should with one

Record clothe themselves in sackcloth and ashes on

a day appointed for the confession of sins and the
a ipplication of the Divine clemency. We are to

purge trom cur hearts all pride and selfishness,
with all malice and uncharitabieness, and, instead
of cherishing that self-complacency which exults
in the thought of being better than others, we are

rather to inquire wherein we, as individuals and as

a people, have oome short of our duty to God and to
our fellow-men, that by returning to the walks of

purity, sobriety, and holiness, we may be wise to
find those ways which are ways of pleasantness and
those paths which are paths of peace.
The spirit in which this self-examination should

b2 made, the motives by which we arc incited to

humiliation, and the objects for which we should
i nplore the Throne of Heavenly Grace, are so well
defined by the President in his proclamation that
we cannot do better than reproduce its terms as

suggesting the lesson for the day:
THE PROCLAMATION.

Whkhkas the Senate of the United States,*devoutly
recogniting the Supreme Authority and just Government
of Almighty Qori, in all the affairs of men and of nations,
h(i«, by a resolution, requesteJ the President to designate
and let apart a day for National prayer and humiliation :

And whereas it is the duty of nations, as well as of men,
to own their dependence upon the overruling power of
God, to confess their sins and transgressions, in humble
sorrow, yet with assured hope that genuine repentance
will lead to mercy and pardon, aud to recognise the sublime
truth, announced in the Holy Scripture ai.d proven by all
history, that those nations only are blessed whose God is
the Lord:
And, insomuch as we know that, by His divine law, na-

tious, lijfe individuals, are subjected to puui»bment and
chastisements in ibis world, may we not justly fear that
the awful calamity of civil war, which now desolates the
land, may be but a puuishmeut inflicted upon ua for our

presumptuous sins, to the ceedful end of our national re¬

formation as a whole Peeple T We have been the recipi¬
ents of the choicest bounties of Heaven. We have been

preset ved, these many years, in peace and prosperity. We
have grown in numbers, wealth, and power as no other na¬

tion has ever grown. But we bav i forgotton God. We
have forgotten the gracious band which preserved us io
peace, and multiplied and eniicbed and strengthened us ;

and we have vainly imagiued, in the deceitfulness of our

bearta, that all these blessings were produced by some su¬

perior wisdom and virtue o( our own. Intoxicated with
unbroken success, we have become too self-sufficient to
feel the necessity of redeeming and preserving grace, too

proud to pray to the God that made us!
It beh<<oves us, then, to humble ourselves before the

offended Pow er, to confess our national sins, and ty pray
for clemency and forgiveness.
Now, therefore, in compliance with the request, and

fully concurring in the views of the Senate, I do, by this
my proclamation, d«s!gnate and set apart Thursday, the
vlGtb day of Aftfil, IH63, as a day of national humiliation,
fasting, and prayer And I do hereby request all the Peo¬
ple to hbsta>n on tbht day from Iheir ordinary secular pur¬
suits, and to unite at their several places of public wor¬

ship aud their respective houses in keeping the day holy to
the Lord, and devoted to the humble discharge of the re¬

ligious duties proper to that solemn occasion. .

All this being done, it« sincerity and truth, let us then
rest humbly in the hope, authorized by the Divine teach¬
ings, that the united cry of the Nation will be heard on

high, and an»wered with blessings, no lets than the pardon
of our national sins, and lestoration of our now divided
and suffering country to its former hsppy condition of
unity and peace.

A CALL FOR CANDID CONSIDERATION.

Thou* indiscreet friends of the Administration who seek
to forestall candid criticism on its measures, and thereby
to auume for it ihe impunity of an imaginary impeccability,
might learn prudence and modetty, at well aa common

.ntiae, from the following remark* made by Postmaster
General Bi.aik at the late meeting of Loyal League* in
Baltimore. Conceding that the Administration commit*
error* which " lover* of their country are called to de¬
plore," he aimply auk*, a« a part of the Administration,
that due allowance *bould be made for the ineiperience
of aome of ita member* and for the admitted integrity of
it* bead :

" You recollect, my friends, that the government of this
country has been in Ihe exclusive pocsessiou, almost for
the la«t quarter of a century, of tho»e who, when it w«s
wreated frmn them, have turned to strike it dead. When
yon recollect that circumstance, (and ii is an important
one, going far to excuse such error* a* the Adinrniatration
may commit in carrfiug on it* affair* with the men who
are now called upon to administer them,) and that these
men are necessarily inexpert and inexperienced in the
great measure* of HdmiuiHiratioo, because the Government
itself has been in the hand*of those who have now rebelled
when ita control has been wrested from their grasp, it
will go far in modification of any errors which you msy be
cntlrd upon, as lovers of your country, to deplore on the
iwrt of those who are now intrusted with power. Although
I occupy but a very small and unimportant place connected
with th« general administration, I think, conaidering all
thing*, and the ineipfrience of the men who have been
charged with the administration, that they.that Mr.
Lincoln.has discharged his duty with certainly great suc¬
cess. t Applause ] I will tell you, my friends, what I
conceive to be the true secret of that success. It is tbnt
nn mm who «v«r br.»ath«d the air of heaven ever brought
to the discharge of the trust confided to him a more honest
pnrpoao, a more patriotic spirit, and a more self denying
heart, f Applause, and ' Three cheers for Abraham Lin¬
coln,' which were lustily given.] If the virtues of self-
denial, of patriotism, of devotion to this land and to its
freedom, and to the interests of thu working men of the
land (of whom he is a fit representative) will insure suc-

ees», be aMiired our efforts will be crowned with glorious
result*, for to thHt extent I can aniwer from nn observa
lion of his conduct "

The rumor from Mnrfreesboro that the rebel General
Brnpg had been shut dead by General John C. Hrechin-
ridgn, in a pecontre at TulUhoma, which came from rebel
soureea, is not confirmed, and Is now reported to be
untrue.

SLAVKKY W MtMOtfSt
We have already announced to our readers that

Governor Gamble, of Missouri, has issued bis

proolawation summoning the Convention of that
State, by virtue of tbe authority vested in hin>>
" to assemble at the Capitol, in the oity of Jeffer¬
son, oo the fifteenth day of June next, then and
there to ooosult and aot upon the subject of eman¬

cipation of slavey and such other matters as may
be oonnected with the peace and prosperity of the
State." He prefaces this call with the following
statements:

" Tbe aubjeet of emancipation baa now for some time
eagaged tbe public mind, tod it ii of tbe higheat impor¬
tance to the intereat of the State that aome acbetue of
emauoipatiou abould be adopted. Tbe Gteueral Aaaembly,
at ita late aessioo, being embarraaaed by constitutional
limitationa upon ita power, failed to adopt any meaaure

upon tbe aubjeet of *mancipation, but clearly indicated a

wiab that tbe Convention abould be oalled together to take
action upon the aubjeet."

The progress of publio sentiment in Missouri,
keeping paoe with the progress of events, has made
it plain that slavery in that State is doomed to a

certain, if not a speedy extinction. This result
was predicted by the friends of the Union, who
there as elsewhere warned the secession agitators
that, in stirring up sedition sgainst the Constitu¬
tion and the Laws, they were undermining the
basin of that domestic institution and peculiar so¬

cial system in whose name and interests they as¬

sumed to speak. Among those who uttered these
significant warnings was Qovernor Gamble, who
has lived to witness the confirmation of all his pre¬
dictions under this head.
The St. Louis Daily Union, in commenting on

the Governor's oall of the Convention, holds the fol¬
lowing language :

" No intelligent mind doubts that alavery in Miaaouri is
maimed fatally. Whether, if the inatitntion were vigor-
oua and proaperoua; whether, if alavery could erjoy aucb
a flourishing growth aa to make Miaaouri emphatically a
Slave State, able to rely exclusively ou alave labor fur tbe
production of wealth, it would then be wiae to nouriab it,
ia a queation we need uot debate, aiuce the bypotbeaia can
never be realized. Tbe alternative ia preaeuted of having
it a Free State, with all the advantagea of a free labor, or
of having it auffer all tbe diaadvanteges of a Slave State
without having in iact alave labor. While it remaina in
name a Slave State it will continue to repel what ita pre-
aent necessities imperatively demand.an influx of foreign
labor and capital; it will want in foreign marketa the
credit which free labor, induatry, and enterprise and skill
always command. No State in tbe Uoion ought to have
a firmer credit than Miaaouri. The largeat in area, ex¬

cept Texan, eaat of tbe Rocky Mountaina, it ia aecond to
none in fertility of aoil, in aalubrity of climate, in the va¬

riety and exuberance of ita vegetable productions, and in
tbe boundleaa wealth of ita mineral resouroes. Tbe rich
aoil of ita plaina cover* exhauatleaa beda of atone coal. Ita
mountaina are full of iron and other minerala. The hardy
vegetation of tbe North and tbe more delicate and luacioua
fruits of the South blostom in tbe aame garden . . .

" It ia not ao important that alavery be at once removed
aa that it be put in tbe courae of apeedy and certain re
moval. But ita abaoluto removal abould not be fixed at a
remote date. Tbe laborer abroad would refuae to fix bis
permanent reaidence in a State in which he would have
to apend all hia daya by the aide of alavea. Nor would the
capitaliat inveat where tbe wealth of the 8tato would be¬
gin to be developed ouly after be bad ceaaed to live. To
prevent any dearth of labor and any ahock of induatrial

[urauita, emancipation abould be graduated, but graduated
y rapid atepa. Hence the propriety of the suggestion we

lately aubmitted, tbat the ordinance of the Convention
should provide that all children of alavea born after the 4th
day of next July thall be born free, to be apprenticed till
the age of fourteen in a manner to be prescribed by law
It should also be provided that, at some early day, say Jul)
4th, 1873, slavery shall expire by limitation. Uoder this
plan there will be no violence of change, and tbe gradual
disappearance of tlave labor will be counterbalanced by the
gradual influx of free labor which the certain and speedy
removal of the forme c will invite.

" To this plan it ia clear that no true fnend of emanci
pation can object. It ia peaceful, certain, and just. It
effects the de*iderated object in a manner that cannot dia-
tuib aocial harmony or produce diatreaa in tbe industrial
pursuits. None can eppove it with reason, and none will
oppose it who are not reckless of tbe interests of the State,
reckleaa of the success of emancipation, reckleas of every
thing save their own s<-lf-aggrand zement and the further¬
ance of their own partisan purposes."

DECLARATIONS OF MB SLIDELL.

M. Emile de Girardin, the well-known publicist,
of Paris, stated some time ago that, in a conversa¬

tion with Mr. SlideII, the Confederate " Commis¬
sioner," in that oity, the latter had assured him
that " the South was disposed to disencumber it¬
self of blavery, whioh was rather injurious than
advantageous to it." This statement was repro¬
duced by M. F. Gaillardet in his regular corre¬

spondence from Paris with the New York Courrier
Jet Etatt- Unit.

The paragraph having been recently brought to
the notice cf Mr. Slidell, he has taken exception
to the report of his conversation with M. Girardin,
and, in his last letter under date of April 3, M.
Gaillardet makes the following rectifications :

" Mr. Slidell acknowledges that be said to M. Girardin
tbat tbe slaves, once free, must leave the South, w hicb
would not tolerate a mingling of tbe two racea, and that
tbe deportation of tbe negroe* waa at once the condition
and the difficulty of their emancipation.. But be baa not
declared tbat1 tbe South waa diapoaed to disencumber it¬
self of slavery, which waa more injurious than advan¬
tageous to it.* Mr. Slidell could not have made such a
declaration for three reasons: The first ia, tbat he baa no

authority to make it, and that the Government at Rich
mond would no more have it than be, aa tbe question of
emancipation can be raised only by the several States, and
not by the Centra) Government. The aecond reason is,
tbat if alavery is destined to disappear one day, or to be
modifitd like all human institutions, this would not take
place on tu« morrow of a revolution, when Hit Jint necttuly
of the South will be to repair Us lottet. The third reatnn is,
that the Bouth means to decide this question in full liber¬
ty, by its sole authority, sod will uot make it, in any
event, the condition of its recognition by Europe."

The last two reasons, if read in the light of Mr.
Benjamin's letter to Mr. Commissioner Lamar, in¬
structing him not to enter into any stipulations
with the Russian Government againrt the tlave
trade, would seem to be signifioftnt of a settled
put pose on the part of the Richmond authorities
to leave an opening for the revival of that traffic
should the Seceded States sucoeed in establishing
their independence, and judge it necessary or ex¬

pedient " to repair their losses" in the matter of
slaves by fresh importations from Africa. This
" repair of losses," says Mr. Slidell, will be " the
first necessity of the South" on the morrow of its
success in converting a revolt into a "revolution."
And as he makes this statement in connexion with
slavery and in presence of the known faot that the
Richmond authorities refuse to bind the Seceded
States by any stipulations with foreign Powers not
to revive the slave trade, it would seem that the
inference suggested by his language flows naturally
from the ciroumstanccs under which this language
is held as well as from its own purport.

GEN. HOOKER'S ARMY IN MOTION.

We shall not be announcing any thing, we pre¬
sume, not already known in the city, when we fttate
generally that General Hooker oommenoed, at
daybreak yesterday morning, a forward movement.
Heavy masses of artillery and other troops nere

orossing the river at sunrise.

DRTRCTIVR RHRRMAR HOT HURO.
The commander at Port Ethan Alice, Virginia side of

the Potomac, telegraphs that he learns that the rebels did
not hang Detective Sherman on Friday last, aa reported.

ae» Hoom'u TMTtMOKY.
It will be remembered by our regular readers

that several months ago a Washington correspon¬
dent of one of the New York papers announced
that Gen. Hooker, io giving bis testimony before
the Congressional Committee on the Conduct ot
the War, had avowed the opinion that the failure
of the Peninaula campaign was due to a want of
generalship on the part of the Commander of the
Army of the Potomac.

This allegation, allowed to transpire in advanoe
of the publication of the oommittee's report, was

denied at the time by a contemporary in tbis city,
which believed itself to have good authority for
saying that Oen. Hooker had made no such state¬
ment before the committee. The denial, as re¬

lating to a topic of interesting personal and military
oonoern, was reproduced in our columns.
Now that we have before us the report of the

evidence taken by the committee.at least of so

muoh as they have thought proper to give, for
in one part we disoern the marks of suppres¬
sion.it is incumbent on us to say that the state¬
ment ascribed to Gen. Hooker was genuine, how-
over surreptitiously promulgated. The opening
words of his testimony are reported by the oom-

mittee as follows :

" Washington, Wednesday, March 1J, 1863.
" Mxjor General Joseph Hooker, iworu and examined by

the Chairman:
" Question. To what do you attribute the failure of the

Peninsular campaign I
" Answer. I do not hesitate to say that it is to be attribu¬

ted to the want of generalship on the part of our com¬
mander."

Having made this correction to remove an erro¬

neous impression whioh might otherwise remain
on the minds of our readers as to the opinions of
Gen. Hooker, it may be proper for us to add that
in the body of his testimony he makes no attempt
to oonceal his humble estimate of the military ca¬

pacity of both Gen. McClellan and Gen- Burnside,
by whom the Army of the Potomac had the mis¬
fortune to be commanded before the Government
discovered his auperior abilities. Speaking of
Gen. MoClellan's dilatory motions immediately
after the battle of Williamsburg, Gen. Hooker says :

" Answer. I think we could have moved right on, and
gut into Richmond by the secoud day after that battle,
without another gun being fired.

" Question. What was done ?
" Answer. We moved on in a manner I never did under¬

stand, losing tine. If there was auy necessity for that I
have never yet appreciated it. 80 far as the best informa¬
tion we have goes tbe enemy had abandoned the idea of
defending Richmond; and it was only when they saw tbe
lassitude and inefficiency of our army that they concluded
to make a stand there."
The Committee on the Conduct of the War seem

to have thrown some inferential disoredit on this
branch of the General's testimony, for their report
of the battle of Williamsburg is as follows:
"The principal fighting was done by the troops under

Oen. Hooker, his division sustaining a loss of about 1,700
men. Before be was reinforced his troops were obliged
to hold their position with tbe bayonet and such ammuni¬
tion as tbe meu oould obtain from the bodies of those who
had fallen, the roads being to muddy that it was impossible
to bring np fresh ammunition."

As the distance from Williamsburg to Riohmond
is about sixty miles, and as the roads at that time
were so muddy that it was impossible to bring up
fr«sh ammunition while the fight was going on, it
may ooour to some minds that the same causes

which detained the ammunition wagons may have
delayed the general advance of the entire army
from Williamsburg; for, if these ammunition wa¬

gons could not be brought up a few miles, it might
have been equally impossible to advanoe at the rate
of twenty-five or thirty miles per day from Williams¬
burg to Richmond with all the artillery and material
of the Army of the Potomac.
We believe General Hooker to be a very ener¬

getic oommander, but we question whether any
" generalship" was quite equal to the achieve¬
ment whioh he exaoted under this head at the
hands of his commander. How mud and bad
weather may suffice to keep the most active
General out of Riohmond he has himself illus¬
trated for many weeks past by remaining motion¬
less at about the same distanoo from that city
as Williamsburg is. Now that these causes are

supposed no longer to exist, or to exist only in a

degree which is comparatively inappreciable, we

may at least rejoice that his testimony gives host¬
ages in pledge of his purpose to demonstrate a ca¬

pacity to impress on the Army of the Potomac that
celerity of movement which it has heretofore lack¬
ed, for no other reason than the incapacity, as Gen.
Hooker oonceives, of the two commanders who pre¬
ceded him.

The New York Tribune, in reproducing the tes¬
timony of Gen. Hooker, with special reference to
the condemnation he pronounces'on Gen. Model-
Ian, aooompanies it with the following useful ob¬
servation :

" Aside from its historical value, Oen. Hooker's evi¬
dence has a special interest at this moment when he is in
command of tbe Army of tbe Potomac, and supposed to
be nearly ready to begin what is meant to be a final cam
palgn. It is not merely on account of what be did while
holding a subordinate command ; it is a frank declaration
of what he thought his General in-Cbief ought to have
done ; it is a criticism not less than a history. Tbe nation,
which has trusted him with its chief army, will look to this
record lor a standard by which to measure his perform¬
ance; it will expect to discover in him tho»e soldierly
qualities and tbe ability for command whioh McClellan had
not; and in tbe broader field now open before bim will an
ticipate the display of that courage and genius which will
lead the Army of tbe Potomac to victory and to Rich¬
mond."

This is quite true. The country will also ex-

pcot to discover in Gen. Hooker " those soldierly
qualities and the ability for oominand" which he
denied to be possessed by Gen. Harnside. For,
in giving his testimony on the Fredericksburg dis¬
aster, he said that, in the dilatory and uncertain
steps which preoeded it, " the same mistako was

made that had been made all along through this
war;" and he adds that the attaok, as actually
made, failed simply becaasc Gen. Bnrnside "put
men to do a work that no men could do." This
was certainly a grievous oversight, and as the coun¬

try very generally ooncurs with Gen. Hooker in
the opinion thus proclaimed, it hopes to see no re¬

petition of such blunders under his direction. Cer¬
tain it is that he has every incentive of personal
ambition, as well as of patriotio devotion, to show
himself worthy of the great and noble army whioh
has heretofore proved its courage and fortitude on
bo many stricken fields, and which, with serried
ranks, is now marohing to give freah battle under
his oonduot.
And Gen. Hooker must be aware that, apart

from the interest shared in oommon with the
oountry, there are some peculiar and partioular
reasons why the military authorities in Wsshing-
ton must watoh his progress with muoh solicitude.
For he cannot be insensible to the fact that the

gMm diMPimioitioB made by the President io hit
favor iii.pos.ia upon him the obligation of demon*
titrating that that favor ha» not boon misplaced.
When General Pope made repreaentatiooa to the
effect that he had not been properly and loyally
ouMtaiued by Gen. Fiti John Porter, the latter waa
subsequently relieved of his command and put on

trial, which resulted in hie conviotion and diamis-
sal from the army. When Gkn. Burnaide made
similar representations against Gen. Hooker, and
even called for his summary dismissal without trial,
(if we may regard as genuine a recent uncontradict¬
ed publication,) not only was Gen. Hooker not dis¬
missed the service, but his accuser was relieved from
oommand; not only was Gen. Hooker not re¬

lieved from command, but he was not even plaoed
on trial; and not only was he not plaoed on trial,
but he reoeived a new proof of the oonfidenoe re¬

posed in him by the Administration. It was the
accuser in this case who was relieved from his com¬
mand while the accused was promoted to take his
place. Where such discriminations are made in
favor of an offioer, the duty of doing all that is in his
power to justify the partiality shown to him becomes
intensified by considerations the most imperious, and
which the military advisers of the Administration
at least oannot dismiss from their minds, as they
follow the operations of Gen. Hooker, with the
consciousness how largely their own reputation,
as well as the national oause, must depend upon
the issues of the campaign now opening under his
auspices.

" TREA80N AT HEADQUARTERS."
1 he Now York Examiner ia a religio-politioal

journal, not less distinguished for its hearty devo¬
tion to the present Administration than for its zeal
in defending the peouliar religious dogmas repre¬
ssed in its columns. Yet even a paper thus
pledged to the support of the military authorities
who are conducting the war has had its faith in
them shaken by the Report of the Congressional
Committee on the Conduot of the War.. In its
last number our contemporary, under the head of
" Treason at Headquarters," holds the following
langusge:

'' Tlj« 4ul«k aid *ure intelligence which the rebels have
not merely of the movement*, but of the plana of our
armies, deserves more attention from the Government than
it seems to have received. It is stated as an unquestion¬
able (set that the assignment of Gen. Burnside to command
the army of the Ohio, and the transfer of the Ninth Army
Corps to bis department, were well known to the rebels
before they were iutimated to the loyal public. The re¬
moval of Gen. Butler, unexpected as it was at the North
was known to the rebels before the order was carried into
effect. But the most striking instance is testified by Gen.
Burnside, as reported by the Committee on the Conduct of
the War. He planned a movement against the enemy
which be communicated personally to the President, the
Secretary of War, Gen. H.lleck, and to two members of
bis own staff. It wss known and openly talked of by rebel
sympathizers in Washington on the very next day, showing
that there is treason in the highest quarters.

'' Now, these are facts which ought uot to be merely
looked at with stupid wonder. The rebels have spies
among the persons who aie in the confidence of our Gov
ernment. It may be difficult, but it cannot be impossible,
to track the guilty parties aud dismiss them, by the hang
man's bands, to the state in which they will 'tell no talea '

We talk of the fatuity with which Mr. Buchanan allowed
traitors in his Cabinet to plot the ruin of the Government
under Ins very unsuspicious nose. But how much better
is an Administration whiob harbors spies in its very coun-
cil chamber, and submits to the shame as if it were a law
of its being? 1

" Wbeu a aecret is entrusted to five persons, of whom
one is the President, one a Cabinet Minister, and one the
General-in-Chief, it ought not to be thought imposaible to
find out who bas betrayed it. The discovery aud c wdigu
puuirhment of even one such traitor would have the effect
to deter others. Foibearance toward them is cruelty to
the innocent, and a deadly injury to the came of the
country."

It is in such comments as these that we may
read the mischief done by the oommittee when
they iminuate that either the President, the Se¬
cretary of War, or the General-in-Chief allowed
the plans of Gen. Burnside to bo divulged to ." rebel
sympathizers" in this city. Names which should
be above suspicion or reproach are flippantly asso

ciated, for no other reason than that furnished by
the innuendoes of the oommittee, with an act of
the gravest indiscretion, if not of wilful high trea

son, calling for condign punishment. It is thus
that idle words, when uttered in high places, fly
like thistle-down, and scatter broadcast the seeds
of popular distrust and slander.

THE REVOLT IN POLAND.

The London Times announcea that despatches for 8t
Petersburg!! were sent on tbe 10th instant from Loudon,
Paris, and Vienna, with instructions to the representa¬
tives of Great Britain, France, and Auatria at that city to
read tbose despitches to Prince GorUchakoff. and to de-
liver copies of Ibem They are couched iu friendly terms,
but all convey an intelligible warning to the Russian Gov¬
ernment.
The Russisu Government on their aide have aent Gen.

Berg to Warsaw to supersede the Grand Duke Constan-
tine. Vigor without cruelty is said to be the spirit of his
instructions.

I he 1 noes adds tbat the Polish rebellion appeara to
gather strength and resources from despair aud fresh con

fidenee at tbe very moment when cold calculations, based
on tbe ordinary events of ordinary ware, would have led
us to suppose that nothing remained but abject and com¬

plete submission. 1 be 1 imes has hopes of amelioration
in the policy of Russia towards Poland, owing to the in¬
ternal condition of the RussTfh Empire.
An Imperial manifesto was iaaued at St. Petersburgh

April 11, granting a full and entire amnesty to all the
I oles in the kingdom and the western provinces who lay
down their arms and return to their allegianoe by the 13th
ol May, ordinary crimes and military offences excepted.
1 he manifesto announcea that certain institutions granted
to Poland shall be maintained, and that, after practical
expxiience of them, others shall be developed according
to the necessities of the age and country.

THE PRIZK STEAMER PETERHOFF.
In the United States District Court at New York on

Saturday last, Judge Brttm presiding, the UnitoJ State*
I)i«trict Attorney and Mr. Upton, the counsel for the cap¬
tor*, appeared to uiove that the cargo of the PeterhofT be
unloaded and examined, for the purpose of ascertaining its
nature and whether it was contraband of war. Mr. Tunis,
of the IT. S. Navy, had mnde an affidavit that the papers
found on board did not fully describe the cargo except as

merchandise, boots, shoes, and blankets; that when the
capture of tie vesrel appealed inevitable, papers supposed
to be bills of lading were thrown overboard ; that the bills
of lading four.d were made deliverable to order to some
person who was a passenger io the vessel. For these rea¬
sons counsel denired to have the cargo examined. The
motion was opposed by Mr. F A. Smith for the claimants.
The Judge granted the motion for an order to open and ex¬

amine the cargo.

FROM LOUISIANA.
Nkw York, April 2D..The Post has a report via New

Orleans that a paymaster, with $ti0U,000 for our troops,
was on board the steamer Fox, captured by the rebels.
The Post thinks that the news which has been received

announcing that Gen Hanks ha* taken possession of a large
amount of rt-bel property indicates that part of our forces
have roached Alexandria, (La ) where the rebels had a

large quantity of stores and boats. It is not impossible, it
. ays, that tbey have all been captured.

i HEHKL ROOT tN ItlMOUM,
Sr. Lol'li, Apkil 29..The Democrat'* coi respondent

. lib Goo. Vaudever's command say*:
" About ten o'clock ou Monday night a rebel regiment,

being the advauoe guaid of Marmaduke'a army, which
wu theu retraating frouu Cape Guardrail, were surprised
three miles wuit of Jackson. Two small howitzer* loaded
with mu*ket ball* were hauled by baud witbia thirty
yard* of thorn, aud aiiuultaueoualy discharged, killing aud
wounding a large number. At the aame tirna the First
Iowa Cavalry charged upon them, aud oot a man of the en¬

tire regiment ia auppoaed to have escaped.all who were

not killed or wounded being taken priaouera. All of tbeir
gun*, horaea, camp equipage, and aeveral tbouaaud dollars
worth of atolen property waa captured by our party.
Early the next inorniug (Jen. Vandever advanced and aaw
tbe maiu body of the enemy in full retreat. He immedi¬
ately followed, keeping up a conataut artillery fire on their
rear. At two o'clock P. M. be waa joined by General
McNeil and the ojiubiued forcea continued purauit. Firing
waa heard all the afternoon, aud it ia scarcely possible that
the rebela can escape.

" Marmaduke'a command consist* of Misaouriau*,Arkan-
aiana, and Texian*. They left Powhatau, (Arkansas,) ou
tbe 15th instant, ostensibly for the purpose of occupying
Pilot Knob aud Cape G irardeau as a baaeof operutioua for
a projected expedition under Price tbia summer, but really
for plunder.
" A force compoaed of four brigades, under Gen. Shel¬

by, Cola. Burbridge aud Greeu, with teu pieces of artillery,
and the firat Nebraaka Infantry, under Col. Bauger, did
moat of the fighting in tbe rebel attack ou Cape Girar¬
deau, aud behaved with great gallantry. They were poat-
ed in tbe wooda about a mile from the town aud kept
Marmaduke'a whole force in check while the guns from
the forU played upon them, doing conaiderable execution.
The rebel batteriea did no injury to tbe town. Tim ene¬

my'a loaa waa about sixty killed and twenty-five wounded.'

ANOTHER CAPTURE BY THE ALABAMA.

The barque General Cobb, crrived at New York from
Gibraltar on the 2'id ultimo, report* that oit the Hth in.
atant, in latitude 37.07, longitude 39.15, ahe waa boarded
by a boat from tbe abip Morning Star, of Boaton, from Cal*
cutta for Loudon, which reported that ahe bad been cap¬
tured by the pirate Alabama in latitude two north, aud le-

leaaed after giving bond* to the amount of $60,000.
The Britiah brig Ocean Pearl, of Windsor, (N. S.)Capt.

Dexter, from Ponce, Porto Rico, on tbe 10th inatant, re¬

ports that tbe Confederate ateamer Alabama arrived off
the harbor of Ponce on tbe evening of the 7th inatant, and
sent a schooner tender into port for powder and coal
and was supplied them by the Spanish autboritiea. She
sailed the aame night.

THE NATIONAL LOAN.

Philadelphia, April 28 .Jay Cooke, general sub¬
scription agent, reports the aale of two million* of tbe five-
twenty loan to day, distributed in different States. Tbe
sates are restricted in a great measure by dr lay in furnish¬
ing the bonds, which the registers of the Department are

using every effort to overcome. Every day brings subscrip¬
tion* from new distiicts, aud while it increaaea the work of
the Department it serves tbe double purpose of supplying
means to crush out the rebelliou, and affords more evidence
of tbe loyalty of district* which were formerly thought to
be doubtful.

FROM KEY WEST.
We have news from Key West to tbe 21st. There were

in port about thirty prize vessels, whose cases were yet to
be disposed of by the court, and almost every day addi*
tions were made to tbe number. Tbe gunboat Saginaw,
during a cruise up tbe west coast, had destroyed two block¬
ade runners, loaded with cotton and grain, at Bay Port,
after a sharp contest with the rebel*. Brig. Gen. Wood¬
bury and staff bad arrived at Key West and assumed com
mand of the military district which embraces Pensacola,
Fort Jefferson, and Key West.

THE UNION FORCES IN SOUTH CAROLINA.

ALL READY FOR BATTLE

Correspondence of Ike New York Tribune.
Hilton Heai», (8. p ) Apkil 20,1863.

The second expedition has not yet tailed, but is ready
at any moment to receive the order. The same trans-
porta which have been in and out of the harbor ao many
timea are again ladeu with troops, not quite a* jubilant
or cheerful aa when they set aail three weeka aince, but
not by any meana hopeless or disheartened. The nrmjr
in the Department of the South baa not yet had ita mettle
fairly tried. The battles on James' Inland and at Pocata-
ligo. although by some called repulses, demonstrated that
if led by competent officer* no feara need be entertained
that victory will await them if not overwhelmingly out
numbered. Having been comparatively idle for moru than
a year, a fight would be looked upon by them as a god¬
send, aid would, if possible, bo entered iuto with too much
ardor. It is to be hoped that thU patriotic fl tine may not
be smothered and allowed to go out through the want of
.kill on the part of superior officers to furuisti the oppor¬
tunity for it to manifest itself in heroic deeds as well aa
noble desires.
The Monitor fleet, together with the army, it also ready.The Patapsco and the Montauk are now moving out of the

harbor, bound for Folly Inland. Before the cloae of this
week all the iron clads in this department again will be
within the bar at Charleston. When the attack will be
re-opened it is difficult to say ; but that another and mors
desperate engagement, in which both the army an i the
navy will this time participate, is near at band no one can
doubt. Charleston must be in our possession sooner or
later; if not within the next nix weeks it will not be within
.Fx months. Hot weather is almost upon us. Troops on
the march already seek the shade; overcoats and blankets
drop by the wayside. We begin to hear of typhoid and typhus
the hospitals Something must be done immediately, or in
the spring campaign will bare closed in disgrace to the
national arms, and the department of the South, up to the

[resent moment, will not have, to say the least, a veryrilliant record in history.
From Edisto and Stono this morning we learn that the

rebels are strengthening their lines of earthworks upon
John's and James's Islands, are mounting the forts alongEdisto and Stono rivers, and are daily growing more belli¬
gerent and manifesting a disposition to take the offensive
themselves Deserter* report that troop* from Savannah
are being sent to Charleston and put to work upon earth¬
works along Waupnn creek and Htono river, and that an
effort is being made to make Charlestou impiegnable.
The old pro-slavery disloyal mutinous spirit ha* not en¬

tirely disappeared from some of the regimenta in this de¬
partment. Col. Rust, of the Eighth Maine, a loyal and
hard-working officer, who baa endeavored in every parti¬cular to rarry out tbe viewa of the Commanding General
of this department, upou discovering that a few of his offi¬
cers were plotting to thwart hi* efforts, solely becauae he
waa in favor of standing by bis Oeneral and the Adminis¬
tration, reported their caae to headquartera. General
Hunter, with bis usual promptue** in such matter*, ini
mediately telegraphed to Beaufoit, where the Eighth
Maine waa stationed, an order to have the mutinous offi¬
cers arrest d. This morning Lieut. Col. Twitchell and
Dr. Mitchell have bad tbe opportunity to resign or be dis¬
charged in disgrace from the army. Tbey have acceptedthe first alternative. It is evident that Gen. Hunter is
determined to crush the least symptoms of disloyal insub¬
ordination.

Gen. Hunter yesterday spent the day at Beaufort, and,
with the Rev. Mr. French, visited the negro Sabbath-schools
and churches.
Some rebel officer desiring to communicate with (fan.

Hunter by flag of truce at Port Royal Ferry, instructed
tbe officer bearing it to hold no inte< course with any officer
commanding a negro regiment. As Col Higginson hap¬
pened to be the officer in oommand, the flag of truce was
returned, with no answer.
From Florida we learn that there are no rebels in arms

east of tbe St. John's river. Col. Putnam, of the Seventh
New Hampshire, in command at St. Augustine, is to return
to Hilton Head and take command of a brigade in the di¬
vision of Gen. Terry. A sufficient foice will still be left at
St Augustine and Fernandina to hold them against anyforce the rebels can bring against them.
TheClerkof the United States Prise Court has absc uded

with about $90,000 of Government funds. He obtained
permission to visit Havana for the alleged purpose of pro¬curing a aword which was to be presented to Col.Good bycertaiu parties in Key West who were allowed to leinain
after the arrival of that officer to take command.

Tbe Port Royal " New Routh " of April 1H gives promi¬
nence editorially to the following paragraph:

" The reinforcements now ordered and on their wayfrom tbe North will soon elevate this department to the
first rank in public interest and miliiary importance. We
are not at liberty to give further indications, but this much
is certain, that the gray backs along the Southern coast are
about to have some lively an I interesting times "

LIVERPOOL STEAMER WRECKED.
MANY LIVES LOST.

St. John'a, (N. F.) April 47, via Port Hood 28th .
The ateamship Anglo Saxon aailed froui Liverpool on tbo
16th instant, with three hundred and iixty passengers and
a ship's crew of eighty-four meu. She wu wrecked four
miles east of Cape Raoe to-day (27tb) duriug a deuae tog.

Seventy-three peraona eaoaped from the wreck by ropea
and apara, and twenty-four more in No. 2 life boat, making
a total saved of ninety aeven. Number* 4 and 6 boata have
not yet ariived off Cape Raoe in consequence of the deu-
aity of the fog. tteveu more persous who embarked on a
raft are alao musing. There ia .till a heavy aea and a
denae fog.
The oommauder of the abip ia auppoaed to be amoog

tboae drowned. The puraer aud first and aecoud eogiueera
and the aurgeon are aaved, aud oue cabin passenger. Lieu¬
tenant 8ampaou, of the Royal Artillery, and Hon. John
Young and family are auppoaed to be in one of t e mistingboata.
The deck broke up about an hour after the ahip atruok.

Nothing but the inizzeu maat ia standing. Several peraoua
clung to tbe fore rigging till the foremaat fell, but no M-
aiatance could be reudered them.

(Juna are being tired at Cape Race to attract the atten-
tion of tbe luiaaing boata.

SECOND DKHPATCH.
St. Johns, N. F..The ateamer Dauutleaa this morn¬

ing (28th) picked up two boata, containing ninety peraona,
among them tbe following:

Hon. John Young, wife, aeven children, aud servant;Miia Hope, Miaa Bertram, Mra. Capt. Stoddart, Mr.Green, mail officer; Mr. Lowera, Rev. Mr. Eaton, Capt.Caaaidy, Mra. Jackson and child, Mrs. Wright, JohnMartin, James Kirkwood and aiater, Mrs. Eliza James,Catharine Cameron, Mary Ann Thomas, Mary Ann Adams,Edward Manna, Thomas Caldwell, Mr. Hart, fiiat officer ;Mr. Scott, fourth offioer, and Jautea Henderaon, fourthengiueer.
Charles Carron, fifth engineer of the steamer Blood¬

hound, has gone to Cape Race for tbe peraona there. The
weather is very fine aud clear on the coaat to-day.

THE SIEGE OF PUEBLA, IN MEXICO.
. San Fhancisco, April 28..The steamer Constitution
has arrived from Panama. Shd brings dates, via Aoapuloo,from the city of Mexico to tbe 8»h instant, and from Pue-
bla to tbe 6th. Since the 31 at ultimo tbe Frenoh had kept
up a constant bombardment of the latter city. They had
destroyed the convent of San Augustine aud aix blocks of
buildings with no speoial progreaa towards occupying the
city. The fight was continuing on the Gth. Comonfort,
with fifteen thousand men, waa defending the road leadingtowards tbe city of Mexico, having continued skirmisbea
with tbe French. This news is from Mexioan sources;
same authority stating that but a small portion of the ob¬
stacles in tbe way of the capture of the city of Puebla
were yet overcome.

New York, April 29..Vera Cruz dates to the 5tk in¬stant fctate t hat tbe Mexicau guerillas bad captured a camp ofrailroad laborers near Vera Cruz, destroying and carryingoff all the property there. Several other similar camps nearTejeira were also raptured and sacked, and some twentylaborers were killed, and fifty or sixty wounded. It iasUb*! that the French are making very alight progress inMexico. Reinforcements for their army were constantlyarriving.
CAPTURE OF TEXAN TROOPS

Nashville, (Tenn.) April 27..A part of Gen. Green
Clay Smith's brigade, consisting of two hundred and fifty
cavalry, commanded by Col. Watkina, of the Sixth Ken¬
tucky, this morning made a dash upon the rebel camp of
the Firat Texas Legion, eight miles sonth of Franklin, on
Carter's Creek pike, and captured oue hundred and twenty-
eight rebels, including three captains, five lieutenanta, the
usual number of boraea, fifty mulea, one ambulanee loaded
with medical stores, and burned eight wagons and thearma
of the rebels Col. Brooks, commanding the rebel camp,
was captured, but subsequently escaped. The rebela formed
a party of Qeu. Whitfield's brigade. Five rebels were
mortally wounded. There were no casualties on onr side.
The prisoners arrived here to-night.

LATER FROM NEW ORLEANS.
New York, April 28..The steamer Blaokstone, from

New Orleans on the 19th, via Key West on the 23d in¬
stant, has arrived.
Tbe steamer Circassian is at New Orleans from off Gal¬

veston. She brought a number of prisoners recently cap¬tured by our blockaders off Sabine Pass, among them Com¬
modore Fowler, who commanded the steamer which cap¬tured tbe Morning Star and Velocity.
On tbe 14th instant an expedition from Gen. Dudley's

brigade crossed a point of land opposite Port Hudson, and
communicated with Admiral Farragut. Tbe latter's sec¬
retary accompanied the expedition. Tbey found the Ad¬
miral in good spirits, and believing the enemy had but four
days' supplies at Port Hudson. The ram Switzerland ia
still in company with the Hartford and Albatross.
The blockade of Red river, and tbe movements of

Banks's army towards the same point, will tend materiallyto cut off rebel supplies from Texas and West Louisiana.

REBEL LOSS AT CAPE GISAHDEAU.
Cairo, April 27..The lateat from Cape Girardeau

says that fifty-five or sixty rebels were killed in tbe attack
yesterday, and over two hundred wounded. Seventy-five
h<>r*ea were killed, and there ia a prospect that Marma-
duke will be completely cut off.

St Louis, April 27, 1863.Maj'ir General H. W. Hallrck, General-in-Chief.Geo. Vandever came on tbe enemy's rear near CapeGirardeau laat night, attacked aud routed him, taking alarge number of priaonera, boraea, arms, & c. The enemyretreats towards Bloomfield in great disorder, pursued byour victorious and combiued forees under Gens. Vandeverand McNeil. 8. R. Curtis, Major General.

THE WAR IN ALABAMA.
A letter in tbe New York Time* give* a detailed account

of the battle fought on Bear Creek, Alabama, on the 18th
instant, between a national force from Corinth, under Gen.
Dodge, and the rebel forces on the extreme left of Bragg*'
army, guarding tbe valley of the Tennessee in the vicinity
of Florence and Tuscumbia. Our forces effeoted the cross¬
ing of Bear Creek by means uf a little simple strategy, and
subsequently met the enemy in superior force on a position
selected by themselves. The advantage of positioo, how¬
ever, did not avail them, aod they were badly whipped .

superior generalship.
REBEL MOVEMENTS IN TENNESSEE.

Miirkrkesboro, April .The rebels are reported
as having made important movements on our front, mate¬
rially changing tbe situation, whether in reply to ours on
McMinnville, or that tbe rebels sre weary waiting for ue
to advance, is not known. It is known that Bragg haa
been reinforced by one brigade Irom Mobile, and a Missis¬
sippi regiment from Vicksburg was aent back from Chat¬
tanooga. A foroe bas reinforced Manchester to strengthentbe rebel right. One brigade weut back from Shelbyvilleto Tullahouia Johnston is reported to have moved hiahead quarters to Shelbyville. Cheatham's division is at
Guy's Gap, twelve miles from Murfreesboro, on the Shel¬byville aud Trienne road, aod there are two brigades atBell Buckle, while a third foroe is said to be at DoolittlePike. For some days past it has been believed in rebel
ramps that if Roaecrans did not advance Bragg would at-tack. Our authority saya Bragg has seventy-five thousand
men. There is no confirmation of tbe reported death ofBragg.

FROM SOUTH CAROLINA.
Phii.aori.phia, April .Further advioee from Port

Royal give a report that Charleston will again he attacked
on the :td of May, when the spring tidea ran. All the
Monitors, excepting the Weebawken, have left Port Royal.The health of our troops is suffering somewhat from the
warmth of the weather. Rebel deserters report that new
obstructions have been plaoed ia Charleston harbor, which
will not allow the smallest craft to pass through.

CONFISCATION IN MI8SOURI.
St. Louis, April Proceedings have been com¬menced in tbe United States Court to conAaea'e tbe pro¬perty of Trunttfn Polk, late United States Senator.
Gen Price waa reported to be at Little Rook, Arkansas,ten days ago with eight thousand troopa, preparing for acampaign iu Missouri.


